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Introduction
The Coronation of the Virgin; The Trinity; The Virgin and Child with Donors; The Crucifixion; The Twelve Apostles is the full title of the artwork being analyzed. The artwork was made in 1374 by the artist, Barnaba da Modena. The artist used Egg tempera on wood to create the artwork. The artwork presents four images put together. From the top left going clockwise is the coronation of the Virgin; the Trinity; and Christ’s crucifixion. This paper aims at analyzing the meaning and the significance of this artwork by performing both formal analysis and contextual analysis.
Formal Analysis
The formal analysis includes describing the visual structure. It encompasses explaining the arrangement and function of specific visual elements (Glatstein & Jeremy, 2009). In this paper, a formal analysis will be based on the formal elements of art and the principles of design. Formal elements may include color, texture, line, space, value, and shape. The principles of art and design are emphasis, contrast, movement and rhythm, balance and alignment, repetition, unity, and proportion.
Balance and alignment
Balance illustrates the visual value of the image. It may create division or unite a photograph. Balanced images lead to the stability of the photograph while an unbalanced one disunites the photograph. Balance can be achieved in 3 ways which include symmetry, asymmetry, and radial balance. The three images in The Coronation of the Virgin; the Trinity; the Virgin and Child with Donors; the Crucifixion; the Twelve Apostles create asymmetry balance. This is because the images reflect on related subject matters. They represent Godly matters whereby the Virgin is the mother to the child being crucified, the trinity image includes the virgin, the child, and donors, and crucifixion is the child being crucified. There is a strong relationship between the virgin and the child because the two are put together in all the images.
Emphasis
Emphasis forms the point of interest or focus of an image. Lines, color, texture, and space may be used to determine the point of interest of an image. Special emphasis can be used to create emphasis in a photograph by looking at the alignment of a subject in the photographic frame. The size of a photograph determines the attention it creates. Color can also be used to create emphasis in a photograph.
In The Coronation of the Virgin; the Trinity; the Virgin and Child with Donors; the Crucifixion; the Twelve Apostles the emphasis is on the bible stories. The photograph includes images of biblical identities such as the Virgin who is known as Mary in the Bible, her child who is Jesus, and the Apostles of Jesus who accompanied him during his Crucifixion. The artist makes the image of the virgin appear innocent and merciful to emphasize her mercies for the sinners. The artist also uses the child being put on the cross to show how he loved his people as well as demonstrating the sufferings that he experienced. The head of the child faces downwards because of the pain and agony he was undergoing.
The artist put the three interrelated images in the same photographic frame to present their relationship and their significance. The images symbolize sympathy to help people to believe in the child, Jesus Christ. The images show the virgin in long dressing hence symbolizing her innocence. The blue color of the virgin’s dressing has also been used by the artist to create the focal point. The images represent the virgin holding her child to show her love. The artist uses the sympathetic faces of those who accompanied the child in his crucifixion to emphasize his suffering on the cross.
Unity
Unity brings pleasure when viewing the art and completeness in art. The artist creates unity in this photograph by bringing together images with similar points of focus into one photograph. These images focus on biblical stories of Mary the virgin, her child Jesus Christ and his Crucifixion. The artist has also used similar colors for the different images.
Pattern
Pattern includes the organization and repetition of shapes and forms and their flow. The pattern can be formed by illustrations, color, or shapes. In The Coronation of the Virgin; the Trinity; the Virgin and Child with Donors; the Crucifixion; the Twelve Apostles, the artist uses repetitive illustrations and colors. He has constantly used the blue color and the gold color in his images. The background of his artwork has used the gold color for all images. The blue color has been used for the virgin’s dressing and is also used to form a certain pattern in the cross of the child during his Crucifixion. The illustration of the child in the cross has also been repeated in two of the images. In the first illustration, the child is presented alone while the second image illustrates him with some other two people on the cross. The artist has divided the photographic frame that forms a particular shape.
Contrast
This includes the different use of colors in creating visual artworks. In The Coronation of the Virgin; the Trinity; the Virgin and Child with Donors; the Crucifixion; the Twelve Apostles, Barnaba da Modena has used various colors. The major color he uses in his artwork is gold. It has been displayed in each of the photos. The other common color he has used is blue. The color is dominant in almost all the images. It is the color used for the virgin’s clothing and is also used in the back of the child’s cross.
Proportion
This involves the use of scale to fit in images and to bring out the relationship between images. It helps in dealing with images in sections rather than a whole image. Proportion is achieved through thoughtful placing and well sizing of all the elements of the artwork. In his artwork, Barnaba da Modena proportioned his images to fit in the photographic frame. He used smaller images of both the virgin and the child and also used a scale to ensure that all the images were reduced to fit in the frame.
Contextual Analysis
The contextual analysis involves analyzing a text in the context of its cultural and historical setting. It also includes analyzing the qualities or characteristics of the text. It integrates formal analysis characteristics with the characteristics of cultural archeology or the methodological study of social, political, cultural, religious, geological, political, technical, geographical, and historical reasons as to why the artwork appears the way it does (Santiago et al. 1133).
Cultural
Culture has a crucial influence on artworks. Every culture establishes its type of art as it establishes language. Some cultures do not have actual traditions or religion but instead have some art such as songs, designs, and dances. It provides the background for which artwork is produced and also shapes what is produced. For example, some cultures may allow painting as art while others may not. Other cultures may allow ceramics or pottery but not other arts. It is the predominant culture that determines the types of artworks to be created. Most artworks are the result of their culture and they mostly emulate current beliefs and assumptions. In The Coronation of the Virgin; the Trinity; the Virgin and Child with Donors; the Crucifixion; the Twelve Apostle might have been created because the culture of the location it was created allowed for such arts. Its appearance might also been have shaped according to the culture of its location.
Social
Society provides a market for artworks and therefore impacts artwork through its purchasing power. Society, therefore, determines the artworks to be created depending on their purchasing power. If a society consists of the high-income, the artworks are likely to get adequate market-making artists to produce more and quality works. Societies from lower-income classes may be unable to purchase the artworks and thereby demoralizing artists to produce more artworks.
The society where one lives may also influence how one becomes an artist. For example, if the people from that society practice some artwork, then one is likely to develop an interest in producing artworks. The artwork by Barnaba da Modena might have been created because the society accommodates religion or other people engage in such works in the society.
Religious
Religion has inspired the production of several artworks. These include painting, music, literature, buildings, theatre, and movies. There is however a close relationship between art and religion. Art emerged from the social life of humans. Religion is a content of this social life. In religion, art is used to communicate religious values, beliefs, and customs. However, religion provides that these artworks be created in Godly nature or character. Religion allows for sacred art or religious art to be created using religious motifs and inspirations. Religion may prohibit the kinds of artwork to be produced. It requires the production of Godly artworks. Religion may also shape artworks to meet their requirements. Religion advocates that senseless selection of image and the word of an artwork should be accompanied by cultural consequences. Religious artists should therefore be careful in selecting images and wordings for their artworks. Barnaba da Modena created his work according to the religious guidelines. He used Godly images in his work.
Political
Politics have inspired artists in the production of their visual languages. Political art includes artworks with political subject matters and messages. They are used to express a critique of the current affairs of the state either on international, national, or local topics. Political arts should be developed to inform people of economic, communal, and social problems in their state. Many states support some kinds of artwork for political, economic, and social reasons. Art is critical in politics in issues such as gaining aesthetic perspective, maintaining peace and order, guiding communities, and critical thinking (Butt et al. 2012). Despite art being useful in politics, there are guidelines to be followed by artists. For example, they should use language that does not incite people and that with good morals. The artists may face state consequences on failure to follow the stated guidelines. The artwork by Barnaba da Modena did not include political issues. It majorly focused on religion. However, in creating his work, Barnaba should have followed the state procedures and guidelines for the production of art. For example, he used images that do not arouse people in any way.
Geographical
Geographical factors have direct effects on artwork. It refers to the influence of the physical environment. Geographical location or where an artist lives influences their work. For example, if one lives where woodcarving is practiced as an art, then the artist is most likely to engage in the same art. In Barnaba’s artwork, The Coronation of the Virgin; the Trinity; the Virgin and Child with Donors; the Crucifixion; the Twelve Apostle, included biblical images. This suggests that his geographical location included religious people who motivated him to create religious artwork. Living within an environment where artists create religious arts might have also influenced his work.
Historical
Art history includes the study of the contextual forces that molded artists and their complement including their teachers, their patrons, their demands, their audiences, and their broad socioeconomic, cultural, and political climate. These factors influence and create various styles of art and iconography characterized by age and geographical location based on form, visual appearance, and technique (Yakunin et al. 2595). Art history has led to the creation of more beautiful artworks. Current artists have referred to the historical arts to create more attractive artworks. Barnaba’s artwork might have been a modification of historical art. The artist might have picked art from the art history and made it more attractive. 
Technical
Technical skills determine the kind of art one creates. For example, an artist with painting skills will create painted arts. Technology has also played a role in influencing the type of art that an artist produces. The use of digital technology has changed artists’ expressions on drawing, painting, and sculpture. Technology has helped artists in enhancing the creativity process towards unexplored ways and innovation. Creativity has led to new forms such as digital installation art, virtual reality, and net art. In The Coronation of the Virgin; the Trinity; the Virgin and Child with Donors; the Crucifixion; the Twelve Apostle, Barnaba seemed to have his technical skills to create the forms of images that he created. This is because technology had not developed in those years; artists could only use their technical skills to create their work.
Geological
Artists may use forms of landscape representation to create their artworks. Geological science includes a range of sub-disciplines dealing with the genesis of rocks, nature, and composition. Some artists may prefer to use some of these sub-disciplines of geology to create their artwork. For Barnaba, he never used geological compositions to create his art. He was mostly influenced by religion and his geographical location.
Conclusion
Formal analysis and contextual analysis can be conducted to explain the significance of artwork. The formal analysis includes visionary analysis of the artwork while contextual analysis involves examining the artwork in terms of its historical and cultural setting. In this way, contextual analysis simply explains the formal analysis. The historical significance of Barnaba’s artwork is that it will be used by future artists as a reference to produce more modern and attractive art.
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